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The American International School in Egypt (AISE) provides a comprehensive and rigorous American and 

international education that fosters informed and engaged local, regional and global citizenship. We 

inspire students to be lifelong learners who contribute positively within a diverse and changing world. 

 

AIS West requires a minimum of 26 high school credits, taken in Grades 9 through 12 inclusively, to 

graduate. A class that meets 120 hours in one academic school year earns one credit. The courses listed 

below are required to achieve graduation at the high school level. The courses must be completed 

successfully, with a D-, to earn credit. 

 
 

English 4 credits 
 
Social Sciences 4 credits 

 History, Civics, Business, Economics, or Psychology 
 
Natural Sciences 4 credits 

Biology, Physical Science, Applied Science, Chemistry, or 
Physics 

 
Mathematics 4 credits 
 
World Language 4 credits 

 Arabic, Arabic as a Foreign Language, French, or Spanish 
 
Fine Arts / Technology 1 credit 

 Art, Drama, Music, Technology. Must include Technology. 
 
Physical Education 1 credit 

 Health, PE, Team Sports, or Dance 
 
Elective Courses 4 credits 
 
Community Service 50 hours is a requirement that must be met for graduation. 

 
 

At the successful completion of the above, graduating students will receive an American high school 

diploma. Additionally, students may also earn course certificates or the full diploma from the 

International Baccalaureate Organization. 

 
 

AISE West Graduation Requirements 

AISE Mission 
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The IB Diploma Programme is a challenging two-year pre-university curriculum, primarily aimed at students 

aged 16 to 19. It has been designed to address the intellectual, social, emotional, ethical and physical well-

being of students. It leads to a qualification (the IB diploma) that is widely recognized by the world’s leading 

universities.  

 
The Diploma Programme prepares students for effective participation in a rapidly evolving and 

increasingly global society as they: 

 

• Study at least two languages and increase understanding of cultures, including their own 

• Make connections across traditional academic disciplines and explore the nature of knowledge 

through the program’s unique theory of knowledge course 

• Undertake in-depth research into an area of interest through the lens of one or more academic 

disciplines in the extended essay 

• Enhance their physical and interpersonal development through creativity, activity and service. 

 

The three core requirements for all IBDP candidates,  are: 

• Extended Essay 

• Theory of Knowledge 

• Creativity, Activity, Service – The guideline for the minimum amount of CAS activity is approximately 
the equivalent of half a day per school week (three to four hours per week), or approximately 150 
hours in total, with a reasonable balance between creativity, activity and service. “Hour counting”, 
however, is not encouraged. 

 
Extended essay 

The extended essay has a prescribed limit of 4,000 words. It offers the opportunity to investigate a topic 

of individual interest, and acquaints students with the independent research and writing skills expected 

at university. 

 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

The interdisciplinary TOK course is designed to provide coherence by exploring the nature of knowledge 

across disciplines, encouraging an appreciation of other cultural perspectives 

 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 

Participation in the school’s CAS program encourages students to be involved in artistic pursuits, and 

sports and community service work, thus fostering students’ awareness and appreciation of life outside 

the academic arena. 

IB Core Requirements 

International Baccalaureate Diploma 
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Structure of the IB Diploma Programme for  
Grades 11 and 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.ibo.org  

The curriculum contains six subject groups together with the DP core: creativity, activity, service (CAS); the extended 

essay (EE); and theory of knowledge (TOK). The subject groups and the core elements are illustrated in the Diploma 

Programme model shown here.  

Candidates studying for the diploma select six subjects from the subject groups. Normally three subjects are studied 

at higher level (courses representing 240 teaching hours), and the remaining three subjects are studied at standard 

level (courses representing 150 teaching hours). All three parts of the core—extended essay, theory of knowledge 

and creativity, activity, service—are compulsory and are central to the philosophy of the Diploma Programme. At 

the end of the two-year programme, candidates are assessed both internally and externally, in ways that 

measure individual performance against stated curriculum and assessment objectives for each subject.   

Each of the six courses is scored on a 1-7 scale, with, up to an additional 3 possible bonus points through TOK and 

the Extended Essay. The minimum passing score is 24 with a maximum of 45 points possible.   
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Diploma Candidate Program 
  Subject Grouping Higher Level Standard Level 

Group 1 
Language A 
Literature 

English English 

Language A 
Language and Literature 

English 
Arabic 

English 
Arabic 

   

Group 2 
Language B 

Arabic 
Spanish, French 

Arabic 
Spanish, French 

 
Language Ab Initio 

 
 

 
Spanish, French 

 
   

Group 3 
Individuals and Societies 

Economics, History 
Business, Psychology 

 

Economics, History 
Business, Psychology 

 

   
Group 4 

Experimental Sciences 
Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics, 
*Computer Science 

Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, 

*Computer Science 

   

Group 5 
Mathematics 

Mathematics Mathematics 
Mathematical Studies 

   

Group 6** 
The Arts 

Theater 
Visual Art 

Theater 
Visual Art 

 

* Computer Science does NOT fulfill a lab science requirement for university admissions or for AIS 

graduation. 
 
** Group 6: The sixth subject can also be an elective. A student may elect to choose another Group 

1, another Group 2, another Group 3, or another Group 4.  
 
Each candidate must take at least three, but not more than four subjects, at the Higher level 
and the remaining at Standard level. 
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Summary of IB Diploma Inclusivity and 
Recommendations Guide 

 
American International School Egypt -  W e s t ,  provides each student with equal 

opportunity to access the IBDP. Experience has shown, students who finish Grade 10 

requirements with a GPA of 3.0 will most likely earn the IB Diploma. There may be students 

who finish Grade 10 successfully with a lower GPA whom the school allows to be part 
of the IB Diploma. With the right attitude towards schoolwork, genuine motivation to 

succeed, and placed in level-appropriate courses, such students can be successful in 
earning their diploma. We define success as earning at least a 4 in each of the IB subjects. 

 
The school strongly recommends full diploma to all its students; however, flexibility is 

applied depending on students’ career directions, parents’ consent, and again, the key 
is for students to be placed in level-appropriate courses. Students classified 

as IB Course candidates are encouraged to select higher level courses that speak to 

their strengths and sit the examinations in those higher level courses. Students’ final 
course selections help the high school principal create the schedule. Subscription to 

certain courses may also lead to singletons (i.e., class size less than 20) that will make 
course changes challenging. For this reason, both parents and students should carefully 

deliberate on the choices before finalizing a student’s IB Diploma course registration. 

 
In the event that the recommendations need to be adjusted because of the need for 
students to have a third HL to complete the IB Diploma as part of a  students’ 

university or country requirements, discussions among teachers, parents, school 
counselor, the IBDP coordinator, and administrators will take place to ensure clear 
expectations. 
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IB Subject 

Groupings 
IB Subject HL Recommendations SL Recommendations 

Group 1 

 

Studies in 

Language and 

Literature 

English A: Literature Minimum of B+ in English Literature 10 Minimum of B- in English Literature 10 

English A: Language 

and Literature 
Minimum of B+ in English Literature 10 Minimum of B- in English Literature 10 

Arabic A: Language 

and Literature 
Minimum of A in Arabic 10 

Teacher recommendation 

Minimum of B+ in Arabic 10 

Teacher recommendation 

Self-Taught 

Language 
Not Applicable **Tutor must be available for 2 years. 

Group 2 

 
Language 

Acquisition 
 

 
Group 3 

 
Individuals & 

Societies 

Arabic B Minimum of C in Arabic 10 Minimum of C- in Arabic 10 

Language B 

(French/Spanish) 
Minimum of 3 years studying the 

language with an A average 

Minimum 3 years studying the language 

with a B average 

Ab Initio Not Applicable No more than 1 year of previous study 

Business 

Management 
Minimum of B- in English/CGE 10, 

minimum of C in Math 10 
Minimum of C in English/CGE /Math 10 

Economics 
Minimum of B- in English/CGE 10, 

minimum of B- in Math Ext. or B in Math 

Minimum of C in English/CGE 10, minimum 

of B- in Math 10 

History Minimum B- in English/CGE 10 Minimum C in English/CGE 10 

Psychology Minimum B- in English/CGE /Math 10 Minimum C in English/CGE / Math 10 

Group 4 

 

Sciences 

 
Biology 

Minimum of B- in English 10, B in Science 
and Math 10 

Minimum of C in English 10, Science and 

Math 10 

Chemistry 
Minimum of B in Science 10, 

B- in Math Ext. OR B in Math 10 

Minimum of C in Science 10, 

C in Math Ext. OR C+ in Math 10 

Physics 
Minimum of B in Science 10, 

B in Math Ext. OR B+ in Math 10 

Minimum of C in Science 10, 

C in Math Ext. OR C+ in Math 10 

Computer 

Science 
Not Applicable 

Minimum of B- in Math Ext 10 OR B+ in 
Math 10, and teacher recommendation. 

Group 5 

 

Mathematics 

Mathematics 
Minimum of B+ in Math Ext. OR A- in 

Math Teacher recommendation 
Minimum of B- in Math Ext. OR B in math10 

Mathematical Studies Not Applicable Successfully completed Mathematics 10 

Group 6 
 

The Arts 

Theater Minimum of B- in English 10 Minimum of C in English 10 

Visual Arts 
Minimum of B in Pre-IB Art 10 or A- in 

Visual Art 10, Minimum of B- in English 10 

Minimum of B- in Pre-IB Art 10 or B in Visual 

Art 10, Minimum of C in English 10 

Recommendation Guidelines 
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2018- 2019 HS Program of Studies Flowchart 

9th Grade 
English 9  Arabic 9 or AFL  
Biology    Int. Math I or  
20th Century History Int. Math Ext I 
Electives* 

10th Grade 
English 10  Arabic 10 or AFL  
Physical Science  Int. Math II or 
CG & E    Int. Math Ext II 
Electives* 

American Diploma 
 

11th Grade 
 

English 11 
Arabic 11  
Chemistry 11 
Math 11 
Business Studies 11 
Psychology 11 
Electives 
 
 

12th Grade 
English 12 
Arabic 12  
Applied Science 12 
Math 12 
Business Studies 12 
Psychology 12 
Electives 
 
Service Learning - 50 hrs 
 
 
 

IB Diploma (2 years) 
 

Group 1 - English A Literature, English A 
Language & Literature, Arabic A Language & 
Literature 
 

Group 2 - Arabic B Language & Culture, 
French B Language & Culture, Spanish B 
Language & Culture, French Ab Initio, Spanish 
Ab Initio  
 

Group 3 - Business Management, Economics, 
Psychology, History  
 

Group 4 - Biology, Chemistry, Physics And 
Computer Science 
 

Group 5 - Mathematical Studies,  
Mathematics (SL or HL) 
 

Group 6 - Art, Theatre 
 

TOK 
 

CAS-All learning outcomes met with a balance 
between Creativity, Activity and Service. 

*Must include 2 semesters of PE and 1 semester each of Technology & Arts in grades 9-10. 
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English Program of Studies 

 
 
 
 
 

English 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

English 11 

English 12 

IB SL/HL Language & 
Literature OR 

IB SL/HL Literature 11 

 

IB SL/HL Language & 
Literature OR 

IB SL/HL Literature 12 

 

 

Grade 9-12 Program of Studies 
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Grade 9 English  

 
Required 

 

Grade 9 English is a mandatory high school English course. Students identify and explain 
literary terms in their own writing and in their analysis of significant literary works. 
Students meet increased requirements for research and use print, electronic databases, 
online resources, and MLA style to cite reference sources. Topics covered:  

What is Literature? 
• Genres: Play, novels, short stories, poetry and non-fiction. 

• Elements of Literature: Characterization, Text Structure, Authors Purpose, Intended 

Audience, Cultural Impact, Context, 

Reading Requirements 
• Students will be required to read at least two assigned books and one play. 
• Students will be assigned shorter works to supplement the longer texts.  

Writing Requirements 

• Students will be expected to write two major essays by the end of the year. 

• Students will complete a research paper by the end of term two. 

• Students will be expected to write shorter essays, commentaries, stories, editorials and 

short stories as part of the assigned class work. 
 
 
 

Grade 10 English 

Required 

Grade 10 English is a mandatory high school English course. A grade ten student reads, 
analyzes and evaluates literary and nonfiction texts from a variety of eras and cultures. The 
student studies the important work of authors, poets, and playwrights of various historical 
periods and critiques their works, using analysis to improve writing skills. The student 
continues to build research skills by crediting sources and presenting information in correct 
manuscript (MLA) format appropriate for content.  Topics covered:  

What is Literature? 

• Genres: Play, novels, short stories, poetry and non-fiction. 

• Elements of Literature: Character Development, Literary Devices, Audience Reaction, 
Author  

• Purpose, Genre Identification and Stylistic Features of Writing.   

Reading Requirements: 

• Students will be required to read at least three assigned books and one play. 

• Students will be assigned shorter works to supplement the longer texts.  

Writing Requirements: 

• Students should be able to combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, 
persuasion, and description to write essays of 1,500 words in length.  In addition, Grade 
10 English students can write and deliver increasingly sophisticated research reports. 

• Students will be expected to write shorter essays, commentaries, stories, editorials and 
short stories as part of the assigned class work. 

 
 

 

Grade 11 English 

 

Grade 11 English is a mandatory high school English course. Students analyze and evaluate 

texts ranging from classical to contemporary American literature. Students also create their 

own literary pieces applying their knowledge of various literary techniques reflecting  

 

English - required every year for 4 credits 
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a particular objective. Students meet increased requirements for research and use print, 

electronic databases, online resources, and MLA style to cite reference sources. 

What is Literature? 

• Genres: Plays, novels, short stories, poetry, and non-fiction. 

• Elements of Literature:  figures of speech, imagery, character interactions, point of 
view, symbolism & allegory, irony, narrator & voice. 

 
Reading Requirements: 

• Students will be required to read at least two assigned novels. 

• Students will be assigned shorter works to supplement the longer texts. 
 
Writing Requirements: 

• Students will be assigned two literary analysis essays ranging from 1000 – 1500 
words. 

• Students will complete a research paper ranging from 2200 – 2500 words. 
• Students will write short essays, commentaries, text analysis, and argumentative 

essays as part of their assigned work. 
 

 

 

Grade 12 English  
 

Grade 12 English is a mandatory high school English course, focusing on British literature. 
Students master organizational skills, audience awareness, appropriate vocabulary and 
grammar, and both verbal and nonverbal presentation skills to plan and deliver effective 
oral presentations. Students study and create their own literary narratives.  Students 
analyze as well as evaluate literature, with attention to classic works. The student 
demonstrates advanced knowledge of grammatical conventions through writing, editing, 
and speaking. By the end of Grade 12 English, students should be comfortable writing a 
2,500 - word research paper using MLA format. 

What is Literature? 

• Genres: Literary narrative, epic poetry, novel, and drama 

• Elements of Literature: Characterization, Rhetorical Structure, Author's Purpose, Intended 
Audience, Cross-cultural Connections, Narrative Elements, Poetic Elements, and Dramatic 
Elements 
 
Reading Requirements: 

• Students will be required to read at least one assigned novel, one epic poem, and one play. 

• Students will be required to read a variety of short literary narratives. 
 
Writing Requirements: 

• Students will be expected to write at least one each of the following: narrative essay, 
creative essay, thematic commentary, and textual analysis. 

• Students will be expected to complete a research paper. 

•  

• Presentation Requirements: 

• Students will be expected to present their creative essays. 

• Students will be expected to create and present at least one visual presentation. 
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IB English A:  
Language & 
Literature -  

HL and SL 
 
IB Group 1  

 
English A Language and Literature course focuses on the study of a variety of texts 
produced in English. These texts are central to an active engagement with English and 
English-speaking cultures and to how we see and understand the world in which we live. The 
course aims to develop skills of textual analysis and the understanding that texts, both 
literary and non-literary, can be seen as autonomous yet simultaneously related to culturally-
determined reading practices.  

The two-year syllabus of IB English A Language and Literature consists of four parts: Language 
in Cultural Context, Language and Mass Communication, Literature – Texts and Contexts, 
and Literature – Critical Study. 

Part 1: Language in Cultural Context  
Students are given the opportunity to explore how language develops in specific cultural 
contexts, how it impacts the world, and how language shapes both individual and group 
identities. Possible topics of study include Language and Power, Language and Gender, and 
Language and Identity. 

Part 2: Language and Mass Communication 
Students consider how the production and reception of texts is influenced by the medium 
through which they are delivered. Possible topics of study include popular culture, 
persuasive language, bias, and stereotypes. 

Part 3: Literature – Texts and Contexts 
Literary texts are not created in a vacuum but are influenced by social context, cultural 
heritage and historical change. Students are encouraged to consider how texts build upon 
and transform the inherited literary and cultural traditions. One of the texts studied must be 
a translated text, which encourages students to reflect on their own cultural assumptions 
through an examination of a work produced in another language and culture. 

Part 4: Literature – Critical Study 
Close reading is considered to be a core skill in the understanding and interpretation of 
literature. By looking closely at the detail of literary texts, students develop awareness 
of their rich complexities and the intricacies of their construction.  

Assessment 
Students are assessed through a combination of formal examinations, written coursework 
and oral activities. The formal examination comprises two essay papers, one requiring the 
analysis of a passage of unseen text, and the other a response to a question based on the 
works studied.  Students also produce written assignments based on all parts of the syllabus 
as well as perform two oral activities.  

 
For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL students should have a minimum B+ in English 10. 
SL Students should have a minimum of B- in English 10.

 

 

IB English A: 

Literature H/SL 

 
IB Group 1 

 
 
English A Literature focuses on the analysis of literary texts.  The two-year syllabus is 
organized into four parts, each focused on a group of literary works. Together, the four parts 
of the course add up to a comprehensive exploration of literature from a variety of cultures, 
genres and periods. Students learn to appreciate the artistry of literature and develop the 
ability to reflect critically on their reading, presenting literary analysis powerfully through 
both oral and written communication. 
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IB Arabic A: 

Language & 

Literature 

S/HL 

 

The two-year syllabus of IB English A Literature consists of four parts: Works in Translation, 
Detailed Study, Literary Genres, and Options. 

Part 1: Works in Translation 
Through a close reading of texts translated from other languages, students realize the 
importance culture has in the understanding of literary texts. The study of literary works in 
context is emphasized, and through the study of literature in translation the student is 
challenged to reflect on the role of cultural assumptions in interpretation. 

Part 2: Detailed Study  
Close reading is considered to be a core skill in the understanding and interpretation of 
literature. By looking closely at the detail of literary texts, students develop awareness 
of their rich complexities and the intricacies of their construction.  

Part 3: Literary Genres 
One literary genre (e.g., drama, poetry, novel, short stories, etc.) is selected by the 
instructor and studied in depth using examples from different time periods and origins.  

Part 4: Options 
In this section of the course, the teacher is free to choose three works of literary merit in 
any combination. Possible topics may include literature and film, graphic novels, or a 
collection of works from a specific country, region, or time period. 

Assessment 
Students are assessed through a combination of formal examinations, written coursework 
and oral activities. The formal examination comprises two essay papers, one requiring the 
analysis of a passage of unseen literary text, and the other a response to a question based 
on the works studied.  Students also produce a written assignment based on the works 
studied in translation and perform two oral activities presenting their analysis of works 
read. 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL students should have a minimum of B+ in English 10. 
SL Students should have a minimum of B- in English 10. 
 
 
 

The IBH/S Arabic A Language and Literature course stems from the study of texts 

produced in Arabic. These texts are central to an active engagement with Arabic and 

Arabic-speaking cultures and to how we see and understand the world in which we live. 

IBH/S Arabic a Language and Literature course aims to develop skills of textual analysis 

and the understanding that texts, both literary and non-literary, can be seen as 

autonomous yet simultaneously related to culturally determined reading practices. 

IBH/S Arabic A Language and Literature recognizes that Diploma Programme students 

may have complex language profiles and may need opportunities to study Arabic 

without solely focusing on Arabic literature. Teacher recommendation required. 

 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL students should have a minimum of A in Arabic 10. 
SL Students should have a minimum of B+ in Arabic 10.
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World Language Program of Studies 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Grade 9 

Grade 10 

French 
II 

Arabic 
10 

AFL 10 
Spanish 

II 

French 
I 

Arabic 
9 

AFL 9 
Spanish 

I 

Arabic 
11 

IB 
Spanish 
B HL/SL 

IB 
French B 
HL/SL 

IB Arabic 
B HL/SL 

IB Ab Initio 
French/ 
Spanish SL 
HL/SL 

Arabic 
11 

IB 
Spanish 
B HL/SL 

IB 
French B 
HL/SL 

IB Arabic 
B HL/SL 

IB Ab Initio 
French/ 
Spanish SL 
HL/SL 

Grades 11/12 
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Arabic 9-12 
 
Meets world 

language 

requirement 

 

Arabic 9-12 courses are considered a preparation for students who plan to enter one of the 

private or public universities within the Republic of Egypt and comply with the 

requirements of the Ministry of Education. Such preparation culminates in students 

writing the Thannawia Amma Exam as a way of qualifying for Egyptian government 

university entrance. 

 
Each course is composed of integrated units to develop all language learning skills. Each 

course includes analytical study of Arabic literature, both modern and classical, introduces 

students to more advanced grammatical and linguistic rules, and gives students the 

opportunity to become involved in mock exam writing. 

 
 

Arabic as a 

Foreign 

Language (AFL) 

9-10 

 
Elective: 

Meets world 

language 

requirement 

Students in these courses are non-native speakers and may be placed at the appropriate 

level based on a placement test as well as previous knowledge of Arabic. 

 
Beginning students engage in conversational Arabic and begin to write in Arabic. Students 

who have acquired fluency at the beginning level continue to build their proficiency in 

reading, writing, and speaking Arabic. Students who have mastered basic reading and 

writing go on to advanced reading and writing as well as lectures in special topics. The goal 

is for students to be able to communicate with ease and clarity with native speakers. 

  

 
 

IB Arabic B: 
Language & 
Culture S/HL 
 
IB Group 2 

Arabic Language B Is a two-year course for students with some background in the target 
Language. While acquiring a language, students will explore the culture(s) connected to it. 
The Focus of the course is language acquisition and intercultural understanding. The Language 
B Syllabus approaches the learning of language through meaning. Through the study of the 
core and the options at SL and HL, plus two literary works at HL, students build the necessary 
skills to reach the assessment objectives of the language B Course through the expansion of 
their receptive, productive and interactive skills. SL And HL Are differentiated by the 
recommended number of teaching hours (150 Hours at SL- 240 Hours at HL), the depth of 
syllabus coverage, the study of literature at HL, and the level of difficulty and demands of 
assessment and assessment criteria. The topics common to both levels are divided into 
three areas:  
Communication and media, Global Issues, and Social Relationships. In addition, at both 
SL and HL, students study two options chosen by the teacher from the following five 
options: Cultural Diversity, Customs and Traditions, Health, Leisure, and Science and 
Technology. Also at HL, students will read two works of literature. 
 
For students to be successful in this course, we recommend: 
HL students should have a minimum of C in Arabic 10. 
SL Students should have a minimum of C- in Arabic 10.

 

World Languages - required every year for 4 credits 

  Arabic 
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French / Spanish I 
 
Elective:  
Grades 9-10 

 

In French or Spanish I, students begin to develop communicative competence and expand 
their understand of the culture(s) of the target language countries. Communicative 
competence is divided into three strands: 
 

• The student will exchange simple spoken and written information in 
French/Spanish to give and ask for information and to ask and answer simple 
questions. 

• The student will express likes and dislikes, requests, descriptions, and other 
personal information. 

• The student will sustain brief oral and written exchanges with emphasis on the 
present time, to retell stories and to talk about other familiar topics. 

 
Cultural elements are interwoven throughout weekly lessons to include authentic images, 
videos, geography and nationalities, popular foods, songs and art, among others. 

 

French / Spanish II 
 

Elective:  

Grades 9-10 

 
In French or Spanish II, students continue to develop their communicative and cultural 
competence by interacting orally and in writing with other speakers of the target language, 
understanding oral and written messages in the language, and making oral and written 
presentations in the language. They begin to show a greater level of accuracy when using 
basic language structures, and they are exposed to more complex features of the language. 
They continue to focus on communicating about their immediate world and daily activities. 
They read material on familiar topics and write short, directed compositions. Emphasis 
continues to be placed on use of the language in the classroom as exclusively as possible as 
well as on use of authentic materials to learn about the language and Francophone or 
Hispanic culture(s). It may looks like this: 

• The student will exchange spoken and written information and ideas in 
French/Spanish. 

• The student will initiate, sustain, and close brief oral and written exchanges, using 
familiar and recombined phrases and sentences. 

• The student will understand basic spoken and written in the target 
language presented through a variety of media in familiar contexts. 

• The student will use verbal and nonverbal cues to interpret spoken and 
written texts. 

• The student will present information orally and in writing in the target language, 
combining learned and original language in connected sentences and paragraphs 
on familiar topics. 

• The student will present rehearsed and unrehearsed material in the target 
language, including skits, poems, plays, short narratives, and songs that reflect the 
francophone or Hispanic culture. 

Prerequisite: Passing French/Spanish Placement test or French/Spanish I 

 

  
 

  French / Spanish 
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IB French / Spanish 
Ab Initio SL 

 

 
IB Group 2 

 
 
The IB French/Spanish Ab Initio is a language learning program designed to be studied 
over two years at the standard level by students who have not had any or very little 
previous experience with learning the language This course is designed to provide 
students with basic communication skills: discuss common topics, read and understand 
various types of text and write narrative compositions. Students will write in multiple 
formats with attention to language, message and context. They will be able to 
communicate orally in a variety of situations. 
 

In Year two, the course continues to teach basic communication skills and will focus on 
themes including individual and society, leisure and work, urban and rural 
environments, and will develop intercultural understanding. All final decisions on the 
appropriateness of the course for which students are enrolled are taken by coordinators in 
liaison with teachers, using their experience and professional judgment to guide them. 
 
The most important consideration is that the language Ab Initio course should be a 
challenging educational experience for the student. 
 

 
 
IB French/Spanish B:  
Language & Culture 

S/HL 
 
IB Group 2 

 
French/Spanish Language B is a language acquisition course developed for students with 
some background (3-5 years) in the target language. While acquiring a language, students 
will explore the culture (s) connected to it. The focus of these courses is language acquisition 
and intercultural understanding. The language B syllabus approaches the learning of 
language through meaning. Through the study of the 5 themes at SL and HL, plus two literary 
works at HL, students build the necessary skills to reach the assessment objectives of the 
language B course through the expansion of their receptive, productive and interactive 
skills. SL and HL are differentiated by the recommended number of teaching hours, the depth 
of syllabus coverage, the study of literature at HL, and the level of difficulty and demands of 
assessment and assessment criteria. The five prescribed themes are common to the 
syllabuses of language B and language ab initio; the themes provide relevant contexts for 
study at all levels of language acquisition in the DP, and opportunities for students to 
communicate about matters of personal, local or national, and global interest. The five 
prescribed themes are:  
 

• Identities  
• Experiences  
• Human ingenuity  
• Social organization  
• Sharing the plane  

 
In addition to the core, HL students read and discuss two works of literature.  Courses are 
intended for students who have had some experience of learning the language (from two to 

six years).  
  

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL students should have a minimum of 3 years of French/Spanish at “A” level. 
SL Students should have a minimum of 3 years of French/Spanish at “B” level.

  IB French / Spanish 



 

2018-2019 High School Course Handbook  18 

Social Sciences Program of Studies 
 
 

 

20th Century 
World 
History 

Comparative 
Government 
& Economics 

IB  
Business  

SL/HL 

IB 
Economics 

SL/HL 

IB History 
SL/HL 

IB 
Psychology 

SL/HL 

IB  
Business  

SL/HL 

IB  
Economics 

SL/HL 

IB History 
SL/HL 

IB 
Psychology 

SL/HL 

Grade 9 

Grade 10 

Grades 11/12 

Business  
Studies 
11/12 

Psychology 
11/12 
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20
th 

Century 

World History 

 

Required in 

Grade 9 

20
th Century World History is a mandatory high school social studies course in grade 

nine. Students study major themes in the 19th and 20th century world history, including 

the impact of nationalism and imperialism. In addition, students investigate the causes 

and effects of twentieth century conflicts, including the First and Second World Wars, 

the Cold War, and the changing nature of warfare. Special emphasis is also placed on 

the emergence and ideologies of single party states in Germany, Italy, the Soviet Union, 

and China. Students also examine the phenomena of economic interdependence, 

human impact on the environment, terrorism, and globalization in the post-WWII period. 

Students in Modern World History will study primary documents and develop their 

critical thinking skills. Students will read and interpret a wide variety of historical 

sources, including primary sources, and will be encouraged to develop and share their 

own perspectives. 
 

 
 

Comparative 

Government & 

Economics 

 

Required in 

Grade 10 

In this course, students will learn the kinds of things that average, reasonably educated 

citizens around the world should know about how governments and economies work. It 

introduces basic concepts of Political Science and Economics, but also includes topics on 

Geography, History, and Society. The overall goal is to understand how human societies 

structure themselves: how they set up systems to control, take care of, and work with 

each other (we call this ‘politics’ or ‘governance’), and how they decide to manage and 

share their resources (known as ‘economics’). Although parts of the course are 

intellectual, meaning students need to understand ideas and concepts and do some critical 

thinking, a lot of it is practical, and prepares students to do normal things better, like 

read/watch the news, talk about current events, and organize ideas clearly. 

 
The nature of the course is cumulative and comparative. The first unit introduces 

Demography, Economics, and Government Systems, and the concepts learned there are 

then applied to case studies of countries. Each of the following units therefore covers a 

single country, but as the course moves on, students are expected to be able to make 

comparisons between all the countries that have been studied. 
 
 

 
Introduction to 
Business 

 
Elective: 
Grades 10, 
11, 12 

 

The objective of this course is for students to get an introduction to business principles 
and skills, and to establish the foundation for business application in the highly 
competitive world that awaits them. 
 

Five main topics are explored: 

• Business Objectives and the external environment 

• Human Resources 

• Marketing 

• Accounting and Finance 

• Operations Management 

 

Social Science - required every year for 4 credits 
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. 
  
 

Introduction to 

Economics 

 
Elective: 

Grades 10, 

11, 12 

Economics is the study of how individuals and nations make decisions about the use of 

resources to satisfy their wants and needs.  Students in Economics discover how 

fundamental economic concepts directly relate to individuals, their community, the world, 

and the interrelated nature of the three using simulations, projects, and other assignments. 

Additionally, students will conduct investigations to learn how the physical and human 

geography of a region can impact economic realities. Studied in an historic context are the 

basic economic principles of micro and macroeconomics, international economics, 

comparative economic systems, measurement, and method. 

 
Students will study five major economic themes or topics: interactions among 

individuals, groups, and institutions; how people create and change structures of 

power, authority, and governance; how people organize for the production, 

distribution, and consumption of goods and services; relationships among science, 

technology and society; and global connections and interdependence. 
 

 
 

Intro to 
Psychology 

 
Elective: 

Grades 10, 

11, 12 

Psychology is an elective course offered to students in Grades 9 and 10, which explains 

human behavior and mental processes. The course is studied through various 

perspectives inclusive of, but not limited to: biological, cognitive, sociocultural, 

developmental, health, human relations and sport psychology. Students will achieve a 

greater understanding of themselves and appreciate both the diversity and the 

complexity of human behavior. 
 

 
 

Business Studies 

 
Grades 11/12 

 
Fulfills a Social 

Sciences 

requirement for 

graduation 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Psychology 
Grades 11/12 

 

Fulfills Social 

Sciences for 

graduation 

This two-year course aims to give students an enriched understanding of how businesses 

are set up, and how different business departments (human resources, finance, 

marketing and operations) should function to remain successful in a highly competitive 

world. 

 
Students will learn how business decisions are made and will understand how 

organizational planning tools are used to ensure that business objectives are met. 

Students will explore and evaluate the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 

threats that characterize real businesses, and will link what they learn in class to how 

actual businesses have dealt with political, economic, social and technological changes. 

 

 
In this two-year course, students examine behavior and mental processes through various 
perspectives inclusive of, but not limited to: biological, cognitive, sociocultural, 
developmental, health, human relations, abnormal, and sport Psychology. Students 
also present topics of special interest to the class, assess class learning through pre and 
post-tests, conduct experiments, write up reports, learn to apply statistics to research, and 
are part of competitions. Students will achieve a great understanding of themselves and 
appreciate both the diversity and the complexity of human behavior. 
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IB Business 

Management 

S/HL 

 

IB Group 3 

 
Business Management is a rigorous and dynamic discipline that examines business decision-
making processes and how these decisions impact on and are affected by internal and external 
environments. It is the study of both the way in which individuals and groups interact in an 
organization and of the transformation of resources.  
 
Business management studies business functions, management processes and decision- 
making in contemporary contexts of strategic uncertainty. It examines how business decisions 
are influenced by internal and external factors, and how these decisions impact upon its 
stakeholders. Business management also explores how individuals and groups interact within 
an organization, how they may be successfully managed and how they can ethically optimize 
the use of resources in a world with increasing scarcity and concern for sustainability. The 
course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of business 
management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of tools and techniques. Students 
learn to analyze, discuss and evaluate business activities at local, national and international 
levels. The course covers a range of organizations from all sectors, as well as the socio-cultural 
and economic contexts in which those organizations operate.  
 
Emphasis is placed on strategic decision-making and the operational business functions of 
human resource management, finance and accounts, marketing and operations management. 
Links between the topics are central to the course, as this integration promotes a holistic 
overview of business management. Through the exploration of six concepts underpinning the 
subject (change, culture, ethics, globalization, innovation and strategy), the business 
management course allows students to develop their understanding of interdisciplinary 
concepts from a business management perspective.  

Distinction between HL and SL  
The HL course in business management differs from the SL course in business management 
in terms of the:  

• recommended hours devoted to teaching (240 hours for HL compared to 150 hours for 
SL). 

• extra depth and breadth required (extension units for HL). 

• nature of the internal assessment task. 

• nature of the examination questions. 
 
HL and SL core Topics  

• Business Organization and Environment Topic  

• Human Resources Topic  

• Accounts and Finance Topic  

• Marketing Topic  

• Operations Management  
 

Internal Assessment:  

HL – Research Project (2,500 words)  
SL – Written Commentary (1,500 words) 

 
For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL Business: Minimum B- in grade English / CGE 10; minimum of C in Math 10.  
SL Business: Minimum C in grade English / CGE / Math 10. 
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IB 

Economics 

S/HL 

 
IB Group 3 

 
Economics is a dynamic social science, forming part of the study of individuals and societies. The 
study of economics is essentially about the concept of scarcity and the problem of resource 
allocation. Although economics involves the formulation of theory, it is not a purely theoretical 
subject: economic theories can be applied to real-world examples. Neither is economics a 
discrete subject, since economics incorporates elements of history, geography, psychology, 
sociology, political studies and many other related fields of study. 
  
Economics does not exist in a vacuum, because it naturally must consider how economic theory 
is to be applied in an international context. 
  
The scientific approach characterizes the standard methodology of economics. This methodology 
can be summarized as a progression from problem identification, through hypothesis 
formulation and testing, arriving finally at a conclusion. Alongside the empirical observations of 
positive economics, students of the subject are asked to formulate normative questions. 
Encouraging students to explore such questions forms the central focus of the economics course. 
  
Objectives: For the Diploma Programme course in economics, students will be expected to: 

• Have an understanding and knowledge of economic concepts and theories 

• Apply economic theory to a range of circumstances and a variety of situations 

• Analyze information using economic concepts and theories 

• Evaluate concepts and theories from different economic perspectives. 
  
The Higher Level and Standard Level courses are composed of the following five sections: 
 

Section 1: Microeconomics  

1.1 Competitive markets: supply and demand (some topics HL only)  

1.2 Elasticity  

1.3 Government intervention (some topics HL extension, plus one topic HL only)  

1.4 Market failure (some topics HL only)  
1.5 Theory of the firm and market structures (HL only)  
 

Section 2: Macroeconomics  

2.1 The level of overall economic activity (one topic HL extension)  

2.2 Aggregate demand and aggregate supply (one topic HL only)  
2.3 Macroeconomic objectives (some topics HL extension, plus one topic HL only)  

2.4 Fiscal policy  

2.5 Monetary policy  
2.6 Supply-side policies  
 

Section 3: International economics  

3.1 International trade (one topic HL extension, plus one topic HL only)  

3.2 Exchange rates (some topics HL extension)  
3.3 The balance of payments (one topic HL extension, plus some topics HL only)  

3.4 Economic integration (one topic HL extension)  
3.5 Terms of trade (HL only) 
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Section 4: Development economics  

4.1 Economic development  

4.2 Measuring development  

4.3 The role of domestic factors  

4.4 The role of international trade (one topic HL extension)  

4.5 The role of foreign direct investment (FDI)  
4.6 The roles of foreign aid and multilateral development assistance  

4.7 The role of international debt  
4.8 The balance between markets and intervention  
Internal assessment: Portfolio of three commentaries  
 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL Economic: Minimum of B- in English/CGE 10; minimum of B- in H Math or B in Math 10 
SL Economic: Minimum of C in English/CGE 10; minimum of B- in H Math or B- in Math 10 

 
 
IB History 
S/HL 

 
 

IB Group 3 

“The IB Diploma history course is a world history course based on a comparative and multi- 
perspective approach to history. It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including 
political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a balance of structure and flexibility. The 
course emphasizes the importance of encouraging students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a premium on developing the skills 
of critical thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. In 
this way, the course involves a challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past.” 
(International Baccalaureate History Subject Guide) 
 
Both SL and HL students will complete studies covering the Prescribed Section - Rights and 
Protest, and two World History topics- Authoritarian States and Causes and Effects of 
20th Century Wars. Students in Higher Level IB History will undertake further in-depth studies of 
a selected region. We will investigate Africa, with a focus in the Middle East. 
 
Part 1: Prescribed Section: Rights and Protest (year one) (Higher and Standard Level) 
This subject focuses on struggles for rights and freedoms in the mid-20th century. The two case 
studies for this section are: 

• The American Civil Rights Movement  

• Apartheid South Africa. 
 
Part 2: World History:  

1. Causes and effects of war in the 20th Century (years one and two) (HL & SL) 
This topic focuses on the causes, practice and effects of war in the 20th century. The topic 
explores the causes of wars, as well as the way in which warfare was conducted, including 
types of war, the use of technology, and the impact these factors had upon the outcome. 
Examination questions for this topic will require students to reference specific 20th-
century wars in their responses, and some examination questions will require discussion 
of wars from more than one region of the world. As students need to cover wars from a 
variety of regions and conflict types, for comparison, the wars to be investigated will be: 

• Europe: Spanish Civil War 1936-1939 

• Africa/Middle East: Selected Arab-Israeli wars 1948-1978 

•  Asia/Oceania: Vietnam War 1964-1975 

• Americas: Falkland/Malvinas War 1982 
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2. Authoritarian States (20th Century) 
This topic focuses on exploring the conditions that facilitated the rise of authoritarian 
states in the 20th century, as well as the methods used by parties and leaders to take and 
maintain power. The topic explores the emergence, consolidation and maintenance of 
power, including the impact of the leaders’ policies, both domestic and foreign, upon the 
maintenance of power. Examination questions for this topic will expect students to make 
reference to specific authoritarian states in their responses, and some examination 
questions will require discussion of states from more than one region of the world. 
Students will need to make meaningful comparisons between states and leaders. The 
authoritarian states and leaders being covered are: 

• Africa/Middle East: Egypt-Nasser 

• Americas: Argentina- Peron 

• Europe: Spain- Franco 
 

Higher Level – In-depth Region Study: War and change in the Middle East and North Africa 
1914–1945 (years one and two) 
  
 This section focuses on the impact of the First World War in the Middle East and North Africa, 
including consideration of the post-war territorial and political settlements in the region. The 
question of the Palestine mandate—including British administration and policies, and the origins 
and development of the Arab–Jewish dispute up to 1945—is a particular area of focus.  
 

• Post-war developments in the Middle East (1945–2000) 

• Developments in South Africa 1880–1994 
 
Two case studies will be addressed: Japanese Expansion in East Asia from 1931-1941 and German 
and Italian Expansion from 1933-1940. Types of wars will be examined, included the Spanish Civil 
War and Mao’s rise to power in the Chinese Civil War. The course will conclude with an in-depth 
study of some of the main events of the Cold War. 
 
Course Outline: 
The following is an abbreviated outline of the course material, divided up into two years of 
instruction. In addition, all students will complete an individual research project to be internally 
assessed under IB. criteria. 
 

1. European Diplomacy 1870-1923 (11th grade) 
2. Formation of Germany (11th grade) 
3. World War I (11th grade) 
4. Peacekeeping, Peacemaking, and International Relations 1918-1936 (11th grade) 
5. Case Studies (12th grade) 
6. World War II (12th grade) 
7. The Cold War (12th grade) 

 
For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL History – Minimum of B- in English/CGE 10. 
SL History – Minimum of C in English/CGE 10.
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IB Psychology 

S/HL 

 
IB Group 3 

Psychology is defined as the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. Having 
its roots in both the natural and social sciences, a variety of research methods and 
applications have evolved into gaining a deeper understanding of human behavior in 
the context of the individual, group and society. Psychology provides a foundation for 
analyzing, understanding and interpreting human behavior.  
 

IB Psychology seeks to examine the role and interaction of the biological, cognitive and 
socio-cultural dimensions of human behavior. Students investigate how psychological 
inquiry and research is conducted, with an emphasis on critical thinking and ethical 
considerations concerning research methodology and application. With this, students 
appreciate the discipline and gain a deeper understanding of themselves as well as of 
the diversity of human behavior.  
 
All students at the Higher and Standard Level will be expected to demonstrate the 
following:  

1. Knowledge and comprehension of specified content  

• key terms and concepts in psychology   

• psychological research methods   

• psychological theories and research studies   

• biological, cognitive and socio-cultural levels of analysis   
2. Application and analysis  

• use examples of psychological research and psychological concepts to 

formulate an argument in response to a specific question   
• analyze qualitative psychological research in terms of methodological, 

reflexive and ethical issues involved in research (HL only) 

3. Synthesis and evaluation   

• evaluate psychological theories and empirical studies   
• discuss how biological, cognitive and socio-cultural levels of analysis can be 

used to explain behavior   

• evaluate research methods used to investigate behavior   

4. Selection and use of skills appropriate to psychology   

• experimental design, data collection and presentation, data analysis and 

interpretation  

• write an organized response  
 

IB Psychology covers the following topics:  
1. Core Units (compulsory for both HL and SL)  

• Biological Level of Analysis   

• Cognitive Level of Analysis   

• Socio-cultural Level of Analysis   

2. Options (One option is required for SL and two options are required for HL)   

• Abnormal psychology   

• Developmental psychology   

• Health psychology   

• Psychology of human relationships  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3. Research Methodology (compulsory for both SL and HL) 

• Ethics   

• Quantitative research methods   

• Qualitative research methods (HL only)   

4. Experimental Study (compulsory for both SL and HL) 
• Students will design, conduct, analyze and produce a report on a simple 

psychological experiment.  
 
For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL Psychology – Minimum of B- in English/CGE/Math 10. 
SL Psychology – Minimum of C in English/CGE/Math 10. 
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Science Program of Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grade 9 

Grade 10 Physical 
Science 

 

 IB Chemistry 
SL/HL 

Biology 

IB Biology 

SL/HL 

IB Physics 

SL/HL 
Chemistry  

11 

 IB Chemistry 
SL/HL 

IB Biology 

SL/HL 

IB Physics 

SL/HL 

Applied  

Science 

Grades 11/12
 

 
*IB Computer 

Science SL/HL 
*Is not an experimental Science 
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Biology 

 
Required in 

Grade 9 

 

 

This course offers students an insight into the living world. It allows students to analyze 

how living things interact with each other and with other non-living elements that constitute 

an organism’s environment. This subject also looks at the basic structure of all life, the 

cell, and how cells are involved transport processes and protein synthesis. The course will 

cover topics such as evolution, classification, ecology, biodiversity, cytology and genetics. 

Students will learn how to write formal laboratory reports. It is expected that students 

have access to a computer / laptop, printer, and internet at home to be successful in this 

course. A scientific calculator is required. 

 
 
 

Physical 
Science 

 
Required in 

Grade 10 

Physical Science is an introduction to the conceptual foundations of both Physics and 
Chemistry. This course is designed to provide students a platform on which they can 
further study these disciplines during years 11 and 12. After an introduction to 
measurement, significant digits and the metric system, students will explore mechanic 
concepts, vectors, Newton’s Laws and forces that surround us. They will then spend time on 
energy, learning about energy transformations, kinetic and potential energy, heat and basic 
electricity and magnetism. Students will also study how atoms interact to form various 
substances, as well as the periodic table, physical and chemical changes, temperature 
and heat. A variety of chemical reactions will be studied as students learn how to write and 
balance chemical equations. Throughout the semester, students will be exposed to a variety 
of laboratory experiments. They will be given the opportunity to explore various aspects of 
the scientific method and be taught how to plan experiments, present and analyze their data 
as well as draw conclusions and evaluate their results. A scientific calculator is required. 

 

 
 

Chemistry 

 
Fulfills a 

Science 

requirement 

for 

graduation 

Chemistry is a college preparatory course in which 11th grade students study all major 

topics in chemistry, including the study of matter, energy, the structure of the atom, 

stoichiometry, gas behavior, thermodynamics, and acid/base theory. Students are 

expected to utilize their algebraic skills while examining mathematical properties of 

chemical reactions while gaining conceptual understandings of chemical systems. 

Students participate in a variety of labs and demonstrations to gain a thorough 

knowledge of chemistry. Chemistry emphasizes qualitative and quantitative study of 

substances and the changes that occur in them, use of safety procedures and sound lab 

technique, and technology where feasible. Students are encouraged to use the language 

of chemistry, discuss problem-solving techniques, and communicate effectively in the lab 

and classroom. A scientific calculator is required. 

 

Applied Science 

 
 
Fulfills Science 

requirement for 

graduation 

 

Grade 12 Applied Science course:  A one year course preparation studying General Scientific 
facts and skills that high school students must master. The course is an amalgamation 
between Environmental Science (Global warming, Greenhouse effect, Pollution and recycling) 
and Physics theories and principles (Newton’s laws, Thermal Energy, Energy resources, 
renewable and non-renewable sources of Energy). The course provides opportunities for 
scientific study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and challenge 
students and it characterizes science and technology together. It develops an ability to,

 

Science - required every year for 4 credits 
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analyze, evaluate, and synthesize scientific information. The course engenders an awareness 
of the need for and the value of effective collaboration and communication during scientific 
activities. 

 
 

IB Biology H/SL 

 
 

IB Group 4 

 

Biology provides opportunities for scientific study of biological concepts and issues that will 
stimulate and challenge students. The Biology courses, both standard and higher levels, follow 
the IB syllabus and are extremely rigorous. In addition to the regular course work, students are 
required to keep a lab portfolio over the two years of the Programme. Lab work is an essential 
component of the course. The following is a breakdown of what is covered at each level: 
 
Standard Level and Higher Level: 

• Cell Biology 

• Molecular Biology 

• Genetics 

• Ecology 

• Evolution and Biodiversity  

• Human Physiology 
 

Additional Higher Level Material: 

• Nucleic acids 

•  Cell respiration and photosynthesis  

• Plant biology 

• Genetics and evolution  

• Animal physiology 
 

Optional Topics for both Standard Level and Higher Level. Higher Level students will choose 
from the same optional topics but cover the topic in greater detail: 

• Neurobiology and behavior Biotechnology and bioinformatics  

• Ecology Conservation  

• Human physiology 
 

40 hours of lab work for standard level / 60 hours of lab work for higher level. Required 
Group 4 Project. 

 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL Biology:  Minimum of B- in English 10; B in Science / Math 10 
SL Biology:  Minimum of C in English / Science / Math 10 
 

 
 

 
IB 
Chemistry 
H/SL 

 
 
 

IB Group 4 

IB Chemistry is an experimental science course that combines academic study with the 
acquisition of practical and investigational skills. The course offers a deepening of 
fundamental concepts in Chemistry giving students a solid foundation thus enabling them to 
take on more advanced Chemistry courses in college. 
  
The course reviews topics in Grade 10 Chemistry and gets more in depth in many areas. New 
subjects and option topics for higher level are also introduced to cater to the course 
requirements of higher education, such as medicine, biological and environmental sciences. 
The following are IB Chemistry topics:  
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Core Topics (additional higher level material will cover the same topics but in greater detail: 

• Stoichiometric relationships 
• Atomic structure 
• Periodicity 
• Chemical bonding and 

structure 
• Energetics/thermochemistry 

• Chemical kinetics 
• Equilibrium 
• Acids and bases 
• Redox processes 
• Organic chemistry 
• Measurement, data processing, and analysis 

  

Option Topics: (only one topic will be studied) 

• Materials 
• Biochemistry 

• Energy 
• Medicinal chemistry 

  

Laboratory work is a critical part of the IB Chemistry Course with emphasis on analytical skills, 
experimental design, evaluation of the quality and validity of results and accurately 
communicating the results. Over the two–year course, HL students need to complete 60 hours 
of laboratory work while SL students need 40 hours. Evidences of practical work will be 
reflected in the students’ internal assessment. A scientific calculator is required. 
 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL Chemistry: Minimum of B in Science 10; B- in H Math 10 Or B in Math 10 

SL Chemistry: Minimum of C in Science 10; C in H Math 10 Or C+ in Math 10 
 

 

IB Physics H/SL 

 
IB Group 4 

 

 

Physics HL is a mathematically rigorous two-year course exploring a wide range of physics 
concepts. Physics HL is considered equivalent to a college level course in physics and students 
who sufficiently pass the external exams may be eligible for college credit. Furthermore, the 
course is sufficient to prepare students to sit the SAT II physics exam. In addition to covering 
the eight core topic areas (measurement and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal physics, waves, 
electricity and magnetism, circular motion and gravitation, atomic, nuclear and particle physics, 
and energy production), students will extend their exploration of some of the more advanced 
areas of physics. Some of the advanced areas of physics include the study of wave phenomena, 
fields, electromagnetic induction, and quantum and nuclear physics. In addition, students will 
study one additional optional topic. The optional topics include relativity, engineering physics, 
imaging, and astrophysics. Physics HL is a challenging, rewarding, and intriguing experience for 
those with an aptitude for mathematical reasoning and scientific inquiry. 
  
Physics SL is limited to the eight core topic areas and one additional optional topic. The standard 
level course is identical to the higher-level course, but does not include the additional material, 
which tends to be more mathematically intensive. The standard level course is designed for 
those who enjoy mathematics and science but do not require the intensive study that comes 
with the higher level. Along with studying physics content, students will investigate a wide 
variety of physical phenomenon through laboratory work. Students will take a rigorous 
approach to planning, data collection, data analysis, and evaluate their work with a critical mind. 
The culmination of approximately sixty hours of laboratory work, forty hours for the standard 
level, will provide a portfolio of investigations that will be used to award 20% of the student’s 
IB assessment for physics. The other 80% will come from three external exams. A scientific 
calculator is required. 
 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 

HL Physics:  Minimum of B in Science 10; B- in H Math 10 Or B in Math 10 

SL Physics:  Minimum of C in Science 10; C in H Math 10 Or C+ in Math 10 
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IB Computer 
Science  

 
IB Group 4 

 
 

The computer science course aims to provide opportunities for study and creativity within a 
global context that will stimulate and challenge students. It also enables students to apply and 
use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize computer science. The 
course focuses on demonstrating initiative in applying thinking skills critically to identify and 
resolve complex problems and engender an awareness of the need for effective collaboration 

in resolving complex problems. The intention is to develop logical and critical thinking as well 
as experimental, investigative and problem-solving skills while raising awareness of the moral, 
ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of using science and technology.  

 

The assessment component in computer science aims that the students Know, understand and 
apply the 
relevant facts and concepts, appropriate methods and techniques, computer science 
terminology and methods of presenting information. Students will also Construct, analyze and 
evaluate success criteria, solution specifications including task outlines, designs and test plans. 
Finally, students will demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation and perseverance as well 
as appropriate technical skills for effective problem-solving in developing a specified product.  

 
The course outline 

For Class of 2020, IB Computer Science will be at Standard Level only. 
All topics are compulsory. Students must study all the sub-topics in each of the topics in the 
syllabus as listed in this guide. Students are also required to be familiar with the topics listed as 
prior learning. 
 

SL and HL Topics  Teaching Hours 

Core syllabus content: Topics will be studied including some practical work 
 
Topic 1: System Fundamentals 20 
Topic 2: Computer Organization 6 
Topic 3: Networks 9 
Topic 4: Computational Thinking, problem-solving and programming 45 
 
Option D: Object-Oriented Programming (OOP)  30(SL)/45(HL) 
Internal Assessment 30 
Group 4 Project 10 
 

HL extension Teaching Hours 

Topic 5: Abstract data structures 23 
Topic 6: Resource management  8 
Topic 7: Control 14 
Case Study 30 

SL total teaching hours 150 

HL total teaching hours 240 

 
For students to be successful (earn at least 4) in this course, we recommend: 

Minimum of B- in Math Ext 10 OR B+ in Math 10, and teacher recommendation. 
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Business 
Math 

Math 
Studies 

IB Math SL 

 

IB Math HL 

 

IB Math SL 

 
 

 
Math Program of Studies 

 

Grade 9 

Grade 10 

Math 
Studies 

IB Math SL 

 
 

IB Math HL 

 

Business 
Math 

Integrated 
Math I 

Integrated 
Math EXT I 

Math 
Studies 

Integrated 
Math EXT II 

Integrated 
Math II 

Grades 11/12 
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Integrated Math I  

 
 
Required in  

Grade 9 

 
 
This course equips students with fundamental mathematical skills. It builds confidence and 
encourages an appreciation of mathematics in students who do not anticipate a need for 
mathematics in their future studies. It is designed to further prepare students for the IB 
Mathematical Studies SL course in grades 11 and 12. For the most part calculations are not 
complex, but instead require a solid understanding of math concepts. A student must 
develop skills necessary to apply these concepts to a wide variety of practical problems. 
  
The course is integrated in nature and includes topics from Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, 
Probability, Logical Reasoning and Discrete Mathematics. 
  
Algebra 
Quadratics factorizations and 
equations 
Linear simultaneous equations 
Rational equations 
Substituting into and changing 
the subject of formula 
 
Indices and Radicals 
Rules of exponents and of 
Radicals 
Rationalize denominators 
 
Geometry 
Distances and mid –points 
Equation of a straight line 
Transformations 

 
Logical Reasoning 
Reasoning 
Inductive and deductive 

 

Vectors 
                         Vectors Representation & operations 

 
Statistics 
Descriptive Statistics 
Probability 
 
Financial Mathematics 
Basic Business calculations 
 
Sets and Venn Diagrams 
Set Notation 
Using Venn diagram to represent real life 
situations 
 
Trigonometry 
Right angled triangle trigonometry 
Including 3D questions 
Word problems on trigonometry 

 
s

 

 
Int. Math I 
Extended 

 
Required in  
Grade 9 

 
 

 

 
Designed to prepare students for the IB Mathematics SL and Mathematics HL courses in 
grades 11 and 12. It caters to students who anticipate they will need a strong mathematical 
background in preparation for future studies. Students most likely to select this course will 
be those who expect to go onto study in fields that have a significant mathematical content, 
for example, engineering, computer programming, science, physics, chemistry, economics, 
psychology and business administration. The Extended Math is a demanding course and looks 
to challenge students who seek a deeper knowledge of mathematics. It is presumed that 
students entering this course have a solid grounding in algebra

 

Math - required every year for 4 credits 
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Algebra 
Quadratic factorization, equations and 
inequalities. 
Systems of inequalities and Equations. 
Substituting into and changing the subject of 
formula. 

Indices and Radicals 
Rules of exponents and of Radicals 
Rationalize denominators 

 
Financial Mathematics 
Basic Business calculation

 
Coordinate Geometry  
Distances and mid –points 
Equation of a straight line  
Transformations 
Point of intersection 
 
Statistics 
Using Venn diagram to represent real life 
situations. 
Descriptive Statistics and probability  

 
Trigonometry 
Right angled triangle trigonometry 
including 3D questions 
The Sine and the Cosine Rules 
Word problems on trigonometry 

 
Logical Reasoning 
Inductive and deductive reasoning 
 

  Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and teacher recommendation / placement tests 

 
 

 
 
Integrated Math II  
 

Required in Grade 

10 

 

 
This course is designed to equip students with fundamental mathematical skills. It builds 
confidence and encourages an appreciation of mathematics in students who do not 
anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies. It is essentially a continuation of 
the Mathematical Integrated I course in ninth grade. It is designed to further prepare 
students for the IB Mathematical Studies SL course in grades 11 and 12. For the most part 
calculations are not complex, but instead require a solid understanding of math concepts. 
A student must develop skills necessary to apply these concepts to a wide variety of 
practical problems. 
  
The course is integrated in nature and includes topics from Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, 
Probability and Discrete Mathematics. 
  

Algebra 
Quadratic factorizations 
Systems of Linear Equations 
Solving Inequalities  
Quadratic functions 
Polynomial functions 
Exponential functions 
 Coordinates & Lines 
 

Statistics, Probability 
Variability 
Probability 

 
Geometry 
Geometry of Polygons 
Congruence & Similarity 
Transforming graphs 
Triangular trigonometry 

  
  

  
Discrete Math 
Sequences and series
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Int. Math II 
Extended  
 
Required in 

Grade 10 

 

 

 
Integrated Math 2(Extended) is designed to prepare students who intend to enroll in IB 
Mathematics SL or Mathematics HL in grade 11. It caters to students who anticipate they will 
need a strong mathematical background in preparation for future studies. Students most 
likely to select this course will be those who expect to go on to study in fields that have a 
significant mathematical content, for example, engineering, computer programming, science, 
physics, chemistry, economics, psychology and business administration. This is a demanding 
course and looks to challenge students who are talented in mathematics. It is presumed that  
students entering this course have a strong grounding in algebra and geometry. 
 
The primary focus of this course is Advanced Algebra. This course is both fast paced and in-
depth. It considers such topics as linear equations, systems of equations, polynomials, 
sequences, complex numbers, quadratic relations, logarithms, probability, and trigonometry. 
  
Algebra 
Quadratic factorizations 
Simultaneous Equations 
Solving Inequalities  
Polynomial functions 
 Coordinates & Lines 
Powers, roots and radicals 
Exponential & logarithmic 
functions 
Rational equations & functions 

Quadratic relations and conic sections 
Vectors 
Discrete Math 
Sequences and series 
Statistics, Probability 
Variability 
Standard deviation 
Probability 
Trigonometric graphs, identities & equations

 
Prerequisites: Integrated Math Ext. I and teacher recommendation / placement tests. 

 
 
 

AD Math Studies 

  
Fulfills 
graduation Math 
requirement  

 
 

 

 

 

Math is a two-year program that provides continued development and reinforcement of 

mathematics necessary for students to have the skills to function in their personal and 

professional lives, and reinforces mathematical reasoning and problem-solving skills 

necessary for successful completion of the SAT. 

 
Math 11: This course reinforces the use of skills in a wide range of problem- solving 
Situations and provides extensive standardized testing skills. Topics covered include:  
algebra and functions; geometry and measurement; data analysis and statistics;  
probability; discrete mathematics; trigonometry and elements of business math. 
 
Math 12: This course is designed to prepare students for roles as business leaders by 

developing abilities and skills that are part of any business environment. The content 

includes mathematical operations related to accounting, banking and finance, and 

marketing. 

 
Students must have either a scientific or graphing calculator. 
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IB Mathematical 
Studies 

 
 
IB Group 5 

 
 
 

The IB DP mathematical studies standard level (SL) course focuses on important 
interconnected mathematical topics. It does this by placing more emphasis on student 
understanding of fundamental concepts than on symbolic manipulation and complex 
manipulative skills; giving greater emphasis to developing students’ mathematical 
reasoning rather than performing routine operations; solving mathematical problems 
embedded in a wide range of contexts; and, using the calculator effectively. There is an 
emphasis on applications of mathematics and statistical techniques. It is designed to offer 
students with varied mathematical backgrounds and abilities the opportunity to learn 
important concepts and techniques and to gain an understanding of a wide variety of 
mathematical topics, preparing them to solve problems in a variety of settings, develop 
more sophisticated mathematical reasoning and enhance their critical thinking. 

The course outline 
 

Syllabus Components Teaching Hours 

Topic 1: Numbers and Algebra 20 
Number Sets, Errors, Std. Forms, and SI Units 
Topic 2: Descriptive statistics 12 
Discrete Data, Continuous Data, Central Tendencies, Cum. Frequencies, Box and Whisker 
Plots 
Topic 3: Logic, sets, and probability 20 
Compound Statements, Truth Tables, Logical Equivalence, and Arguments 
Topic 4: Statistical application 17 
Normal Distribution, Correlations, and Regressions Lines Chi-Squared Test 
Topic 5: Geometry and trigonometry 18 
Gradient of a Line, Equations of a Line, Basic Trigonometry, and Sine/Cos Rules 
Topic 6: Mathematical Models 20 
Functions, Quadratic Models, Exponential Models, Parabolas, and Graphs of Real-Life 
Situations 
Topic 7: Introduction to Differential Calculus 18 
Differentiation, Gradient Functions, and Gradient of a Curve 
Project 25  
Individual piece of work 

Total teaching hours 150 
 

Students must have an approved graphing calculator. Please check www.ibo.org 
 

 
IB Mathematics SL 

 
 
IB Group 5 

This course caters for students who already possess knowledge of basic mathematical 
concepts, and who are equipped with the skills needed to apply simple mathematical 
techniques correctly. Most these students will expect to need a sound mathematical 
background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics, 
psychology and business administration. The course focuses on introducing important 
mathematical concepts through the development of mathematical techniques. The 
intention is to introduce students to these concepts in a comprehensible and coherent way, 
rather than insisting on the mathematical rigor required for mathematics HL. Students 
should, wherever possible, apply the mathematical knowledge they have acquired to solve 
realistic problems set in an appropriate context. 
 

http://www.ibo.org/
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The internally assessed component, the exploration, offers students the opportunity for 
developing independence in their mathematical learning. Students are encouraged to take 
a considered approach to various mathematical activities and to explore different 
mathematical ideas. The exploration also allows students to work without the time 
constraints of a written examination and to develop the skills they need for communicating 
mathematical ideas. 

The course outline 
All topics are compulsory. Students must study all the sub-topics in each of the topics in the 
syllabus as listed in this guide. Students are also required to be familiar with the topics listed 
as prior learning. 
 

Syllabus Components Teaching Hours 

Topic 1: Algebra 9 
Topic 2: Functions and equations 24 
Topic 3: Circular functions and trigonometry 16 
Topic 4: Vectors 16 
Topic 5: Statistics and probability 35 
Topic 6: Calculus 40 
Mathematical exploration 10 
Internal assessment in mathematics SL is an individual exploration. This is a piece of 
written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics. 

Total teaching hours 150 

 

Students must have an approved graphing calculator. Please check www.ibo.org 

 
For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 

Minimum of B- in Math Ext 10 or B in math 10 and teacher recommendation.
 
 
 IB Mathematics HL  
 

IB Group 5   

 
 
This course caters to students with a good background in mathematics who are competent 
in a range of analytical and technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting 
to include mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as a subject 
in its own right or within courses such as physics, engineering and technology. Others may 
take this subject because they have a strong interest in mathematics and enjoy meeting its 
challenges and engaging with its problems. Mathematics HL is an ideal course for students 
expecting to include mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either 
as a subject or within courses such as physics, engineering or technology. The course 
focuses on developing important mathematical concepts in a comprehensible, coherent 
and rigorous way. This is achieved by means of a carefully balanced approach. Students are 
encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to solve problems set in a variety of 
meaningful contexts. Development of each topic should feature justification and proof of 
results. Students embarking on this course should expect to develop insight into 
mathematical form and structure and should be intellectually equipped to appreciate the 
links between concepts in different topic areas. They should also be encouraged to develop 
the skills needed to continue their mathematical growth in other learning environments 
 

The course outline 
All topics are compulsory. Students must study all the sub-topics in each of the topics in the 
syllabus as listed in this guide. Students are also required to be familiar with the topics listed 
as prior learning. 

http://www.ibo.org/
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Syllabus Components Teaching Hours 

Topic 1: Algebra 30 
Topic 2: Functions and equations 22 
Topic 3: Circular functions and trigonometry 22 
Topic 4: Vectors 24 
Topic 5: Statistics and probability 36 
Topic 6: Calculus 48 
Option syllabus content: Students must study all the sub-topics in one of the following 
options as listed in the syllabus details. 
Topic 7: Calculus 48 
Mathematical exploration 10 
Internal assessment in mathematics HL is an individual exploration. This is a piece of 
written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics. 

Total teaching hours 240 

 
Students must have an approved graphing calculator. Please check www.ibo.org 

 
For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 

Minimum of A−  in  Ext. Math 10 AND an  A− on the placement test that will be held 
at the end of grade 10 in addition to a teacher recommendation. 

http://www.ibo.org/
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Dance 
 
Elective: Grades 
9-12 

This is a one-semester course that gives students the opportunity to experience the 
excitement of Dance by studying several different genres. This course is designed for 
students who enjoy dancing and may not necessarily have any prior experience in Dance. 
Students will develop their Dance knowledge by performing, choreographing and 
analyzing different styles of dance, which may include jazz, Charleston, folk dance and 
Bollywood. 
 

 
 
Drama 
 
Elective: 
Grades 9-12 

 
 
This is an elective course designed for students in grades 9 or 10. Drama 1 and 2 students 
learn the performance skills and methods that are applied to different Theatre genres 
and practices throughout the course. Students acquire skills in improvisation, movement, 
voice and acting. 

 
 
IB Theatre 
HL/SL 
 
IB Group 6 

This course fulfills a Group 6 choice within the IB Diploma Programme. Students learn 
about theater from four different perspectives: Performer, Director, Designer and 
Creator. This is done through the study of different world theatre practices, theater 
theories and theorists, the study of play texts, viewing of live professional theater through 
at least one field trip abroad, and the creation of their own works of theatre. 
 
For students to be successful in this course, we recommend: 

HL Theater:  Minimum of B- in English 

SL Theater:  Minimum of C in English 
 

 
 
Art 1 

 
Elective: 
Grades 9-
10 

 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the languages, concepts, and 
practices of art through visual and art historical perspectives. Students will be engaged in 
discussion about the elements of art, such as content, composition, style, method and 
materials. Students will also be introduced to all the visual art practices, including drawing 
and painting, sculpture, printmaking, photography, conceptual art, earthworks, as well as 
craft. 

 
 

 
Advanced Art/ 
Pre-IB Art  

 
Elective: 

Grades 10, 

11, 12 

This is a course for serious art students who plan on enrolling in the IB Visual Arts 2-year 
program. It is also for students who are interested in developing a portfolio for entry into a 
post-secondary art program, or who are simply interested in pursuing art at an advanced level. 
Entry into this course requires previous art experience, a serious commitment to developing 
skills and creativity, and the capacity to work independently. In this course, students can 
expect to experience a range of project-based art processes including drawing, painting, 
sculpture, printmaking, and clay work, through both fine and applied arts practices. The 
course will also have a strong art history component. 

 

  Fine Arts 

 

Electives 
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IB Visual Arts 

HL/SL  
 
IB Group 6 

 

The IBDP Visual Art course is designed as a foundation course for portfolio development for 

those wishing to pursue art or art-related subjects as part of their post-secondary career 

focus. This traditional course offers studio-based skill development opportunities through 

personalized works of art involving traditional and emerging technologies, tools, and 

techniques. Students will use the creative process to produce effective art works and use the 

critical analysis process when evaluating their own work and the work of others. Students 

wishing to take this course are advised to have taken art courses in grades 9 and 10. 

Technical ability with regards to drawing is a must, as is an applied skill in any other art 

form. This is a rigorous college preparatory course. 

 

For students to be successful (earn at least a 4) in this course, we recommend: 
HL Art:  Minimum of B in Pre-IB Art or A- in Visual Arts; B- in English 

SL Art:  Minimum of B- in Pre-IB Art or B in Visual Arts; C in English
 

 

 
Physical 
Education 

 
Elective: Grades 
9-12 

Students complete the transition from modified versions of movement forms to more 
complex applications across all types of physical activities — games, sports, dance, and 
recreational pursuits. They demonstrate the ability to use basic skills, strategies, and tactics. 
Students demonstrate more specialized knowledge in identifying and applying key movement 
concepts and principles. They assess and develop a personal physical activity program aimed 
at improving their skill performance. They apply their understanding of personal fitness to 
lifelong participation in physical activity. Students demonstrate independence of others in 
making choices, respect all others, avoid conflict, but can resolve it appropriately, and use 
elements of fair play and ethical behavior in physical activity settings. Students demonstrate 
the ability to plan for and to improve components of fitness and to achieve and maintain a 
health, enhancing level of personal fitness. 

 
 

 

Team Sports 1 

 
Elective: 

Grades 9-12 

This elective is for student athletes to improve their various skills in three major team 

sports: Semester 1 – Football; Semester 2 – Volleyball and Basketball. These sports are 

played at local CISSA Tournaments as well as METS International Tournaments. Students 
can use what they learn in competitions to test their ability. 

 
The course covers the following topics: 

• Sports specific skills- Indoor and Outdoor 

• Nutrition specific to the sports 

• Weights Training related to the sports 

• Officiating 

• Fitness Training related to the sports 

• Coaching younger students in the sports

  Physical Education 
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Computer 

 
Elective: Grades 

9-10 

Computer develops an understanding of the computer and its capabilities, while 

providing students with advanced skills in the following applications: The Microsoft 

Office Suite, Introduction to web design using HTML and Dreamweaver to provide a 

foundation in concepts of authoring for the world-wide web; desktop publishing skills 

using MS Publisher; an introduction to computer graphics using Adobe Photoshop. 

By the end of the course the student is expected to: 

Define, discuss, and understand the concepts of word processing, spreadsheets, 

databases, presentations using PowerPoint, web authoring and design, computer 
graphic design and desktop publishing. Student will create and explore elements of the 

Microsoft Office Suite, Adobe Dreamweaver, Adobe Photoshop and MS Publisher. 
 

 
 

Stagecraft 1 

 
Elective: Grades 

10-12 

This is an elective course for students in grades 9-11. Students in Stagecraft 1 will learn 

the basics of operating the various technical aspects of the AIS West Auditorium. This 

course will focus on operating the light board and soundboard, as well as basic tool 

operations.   The class will be practical and hands on, preparing students to assist with the 

production of school performances, assemblies, and programs. 
 
 

 
 

Stagecraft 2 

 
Elective: Grades 

10-12 

 
Prerequisite: 

Stagecraft 1 

This is an elective course for students in grades 9 - 11. Students in Stagecraft 2 will continue 

what they started in Stagecraft 1.  The class will focus on planning, construction and 

managing theater sets for a spring performance. Students will use artistic and creative 

abilities to paint and illustrate the sets that they construct. Students will use both manual 

and power tools and there will be an emphasis on safety and productivity.  Class size is 

limited due to the equipment needed and the dictates of safe use of tools and materials.  

 
 

  Technology 
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Creativity, 

Activity, 

Service (CAS) / 

Extended Essay 

(EE) 

Participation in the school’s CAS program encourages students to be involved in artistic 

pursuits, physical activity and community service work, thus fostering students’ 

awareness and appreciation of life outside the academic arena. This is a requirement 

for the IB Diploma, and a semester class in grade 11. Students will meet with a chosen 

CAS Advisor inside, as well as outside of regular class hours. CAS activities must be 

performed outside of school hours. 

 

 
 

 

Extended Essay 

(EE) 

 

The extended essay has a prescribed limit of 4,000 words. It offers the opportunity to 

investigate a topic of individual interest, and acquaints students with the independent 

research and writing skills expected at university. This is a requirement for the IB 

Diploma, not a class. Organization of the Extended Essay will be partially carried out as 

part of the TOK course. 

 

 
 

Theory of 

Knowledge 

 
Grade Levels:  
11 and 12 

 

The aim of Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is to increase students’ understanding of what 

they have learned in their other IB classes. Its primary function in the IB Programme is 

to ensure that the students reflect upon their existing knowledge and become critical 

thinkers. The secondary function of TOK is to promote the integration of what the 

students know and, in a more general way, what they have experienced. The TOK course 

is not a philosophy class, but rather it requires teachers and students to ask themselves 

questions about the fundamental nature of different types of knowledge. Such 

reflections foster intellectual modesty in students by showing them the limitations of 

knowledge. In addition, students realize that opinions and beliefs are not knowledge, 

nor do they lead to truth.   Finally, through critical reflection students are encouraged 

to become seekers of knowledge throughout their lives.  

This class is required for full IB Diploma students. 

 

 

  IB Core 
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